
 

 

 
MARLOW REFUGEE ACTION – JULY 2018 - STRATEGIC UPDATE 
 
 
Over the past 6 months a group of volunteers have been helping us to examine 
our purposes and priorities as a group going forward. We believe that the 
refugee crisis is sadly not a short-term issue, but rather one that will be with us for many years to 
come. We also believe that the good fortune that we have to live in such a beautiful and affluent 
area carries with it a particular responsibility to care for those less fortunate than ourselves. We 
would like to share with you the progress we have made in clarifying our goals and invite you to 
join us on this next step of our journey. 
 
We have been considering various projects with which to get involved, both in the UK and 
overseas. We have been looking for projects that have a compelling reason for Marlow to get 
involved, that have a particular connection or relevancy to the town.  
 
UK project 
With the very successful Wycombe Refugee Partnership on our doorstep we are very interested in 
finding a way for Marlow to sponsor refugees who have been granted the right to remain in the 
UK as we believe these stories will be compelling and inspiring to hear and will enrich our 
community. A third of Syrian refugees practiced as professionals before they were forced to leave their 
countries but 82% of those who've been granted asylum are unemployed even though they have skills 
such as medicine and engineering which we urgently need. This is a tragic waste both for people who 
end up not using their skills and for the UK. 
We are working with a charity called RefuAid:  http://www.refuaid.org who offer support with language 
tuition and accessing higher education to professional refugees to help them re-enter their professions. 
Part of the support they offer is to match mentors from different professions to refugees.  Marlow is an 
incredible place with many talented professionals from which we would like to build a database of 
potential mentors. If you would be willing to offer some time to mentor a refugee please get in touch, 
letting us know your profession, where you work and your contact details. We will then be in touch with 
a more information. 
 
 
International project 
We are continuing our close association with Samos Volunteers 
and will be sponsoring a specific project to facilitate the provision 
of legal advice to asylum seekers there. The recent months have 
seen a further surge in arrival numbers on all the Greek islands 
and those that arrive are required to apply for asylum in Greece 
as their country of arrival into the EU. As you can imagine, 
escaping from a terrifying situation in your home country that has 
compelled you to leave, followed by a tortuous journey is not the 
best preparation for an asylum interview often conducted through 
an interpreter. Over the past two years Samos Volunteers have 
been able to offer a limited facility for advice by legal volunteers. 
What they need is premises to offer such a service on an ongoing 
basis. Some of you will have heard Jasmine Doust speak on 
previous occasions - Jasmine is from Marlow and has been one 
of the lead coordinators of Samos Volunteers over the past two 
years. At the beginning of July she returned to Samos following 
completion of a Masters Degree in International Law in the 
Netherlands. We will be liaising with Jasmine over the coming 
months about setting up the legal centre and raising money to get 
this up and running. If you would like to make a small regular 
donation over the coming year towards the cost of this please get in touch.  



 

 

 
 
Schools liaison 
Our steering group has been keen to begin a dialogue with the schools in Marlow to both raise 
awareness with children and to start opening a potential fund-raising route. In the longer term we 
would like to establish a partnership with a school in a refugee camp, to enable the children in 
Marlow to both fundraise for such a school and also to exchange information to increase the 
relevance of their learning. We are following up potential leads in the Lebanon and on mainland 
Greece in order to identify a suitable project. In the meantime we contacted all the primary 
schools in Marlow with the offer to lead an assembly on the subject of refugees. Four schools 
initially accepted the offer and we have carried out the two of these at Foxes Piece and St Peters 
School with a very positive response. We will be visiting Spinfield, and Burford in the autumn term 
and hopefully these will give us a good foundation upon which to build further activities in the 
future.  
 
Charitable Status & Volunteer Opportunities 
We have made a formal application for charitable status which we will hope to hear confirmation 
of in the next few weeks. This will enable us amongst other things to recover Gift Aid on 
donations, as well as being able to approach local trusts/funds for donations. We already have a 
couple of fundraising ideas in the pipeline and are planning to organise a wider information 
sharing event later in the year. To this end we would be really keen to hear from anyone with 
experience of event planning/organisation. This would involve taking the lead on organising 3-4 
events per year, either with a fund-raising or awareness raising focus.  
Following our first few steps into the school/education arena, we would also be really keen to hear 
from anyone who might be interested in joining an education sub-group to identify further 
opportunities in this area.  
 
We would also like to say just a few words about donations of clothing - as you will have realised 
we have not been very active in collecting since the start of the year. It is increasingly difficult to 
find economic ways of get donated aid to refugee camps, and in particular to ensure that they 
receive only the items they are really in need of and not an excess of already plentiful items. So 
for now we are going to focus more on fundraising - there may well be appeals for goods in the 
future, but in the meantime please hold off and we will let you know when we are once again 
collecting. 
 
We are so grateful for all the support you have shown already, and really hope that this update 
will enthuse and inspire you to continue and extend your interest and support into this new phase 
for Marlow Refugee Action. 
 
With thanks from the trustees of MRA 
Vanessa Faulkner, Tom Doust, Sian Herschel, Julie Purves, & Tania Baldwin-Pask 
 
 
Follow us on facebook or see our website for more 
information www.marlowrefugeeaction@wordpress.com 
        
    


