
 
 

Welcome to our September Newsletter!  
 
Back in January three volunteers from Marlow went to spend a few days in Calais to better our 
understanding of the situation there following the demolition of the ‘Jungle’. Nine months later, the 
situation there is considerably worse: the ‘official’ Grand Synthe camp at Dunkirk was destroyed by 
fire in April; many of the refugees who were transferred by the French government to reception 
centres around France have drifted back to the Calais area, still hoping to travel to the UK to register 
their asylum claim. This includes many unaccompanied child refugees who have the legal right to 
asylum in the UK but for whom the complicated legal system continues to provide obstacles.  
 
One of our local sister groups in High Wycombe recently went for a visit to Calais to take aid 
recovered from the recent Reading Festival. The conditions that they found people living in were 
shocking, and it’s difficult to understand how this has been allowed to continue so close to our 
shores.  

At pretty much the same time as this group were visiting, a group of faith leaders from Maidenhead, 
made a similar trip to explore the legal issues surrounding the unaccompanied minors. This group 
included David Downing the minister from the United Reformed Church in Marlow/Maidenhead, 
and also Lord Alf Dubs who has been campaigning for the UK government to take more child 
refugees. Lord Dubs himself came here as a child refugee rescued from Czechoslovakia on the eve of 
the Second World War. There was an excellent report about their trip to Calais in the Maidenhead 
Advertiser which you can find here:  
https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/news/maidenhead/120175/special-report-from-calais-
maidenhead-delegation-sees-plight-of-unaccompanied-refugee-children.html 
 
 We will be keeping in touch with both of these groups and thinking how to support the refugees in 
Calais over the coming months.  
 

https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/news/maidenhead/120175/special-report-from-calais-maidenhead-delegation-sees-plight-of-unaccompanied-refugee-children.html
https://www.maidenhead-advertiser.co.uk/news/maidenhead/120175/special-report-from-calais-maidenhead-delegation-sees-plight-of-unaccompanied-refugee-children.html


Most of our aid still passes through the High Wycombe Helping 
Others storage facility. Another container of aid was loaded and 
shipped at the end of August to camps on mainland Greece. 
This will be distributed by a group called Refugee Support Greece. The two British founders of this 
group will be touring the UK in October giving a series of presentations about their experiences in 
both Calais and Greece. They will be speaking in High Wycombe about ‘Delivering Dignity to 
Refugees’ on the evening of 21st October. More details nearer the time, but please do reserve the 
date in your diary.  
 
In the meantime our funds to keep our storage facility going are running really low and we need to 
cover the costs of at least three rooms at Big Yellow to enable us to keep sending containers. We are 
appealing for people to set up small regular payments (£5 or £10 per month) to help us cover these 
costs. Please do consider whether this is a way in which you could help. 
https://mydonate.bt.com/donation/start.html?charity=171407 
 

 
Finally don’t forget we have the community fayre 
coming up on the 24th September 12 noon at the 
Wycombe Museum. Please do come and join us in 
celebrating 2 years of High Wycombe Helping Others 
and 1 year of the Marlow Refugee Action Group! 
There will be opportunities to speak with many of 
the people involved in the various local groups as 
well as to sample some delicious Syrian Food 
prepared by Imad Arlanab, one of the first refugees 
to be settled in High Wycombe by the Wycombe 
Refugee Partnership. He has now moved to 
Ickenham to set up his own restaurant, but he will be 
back for the fayre to share some of his most 
excellent Syrian food. 
Hope to see you there!     
Vanessa & Tom 
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