
 
 
 
 

JUNE NEWSLETTER – impressions of the refugee camp in Samos 
 
I was fortunate to spend a week volunteering in Samos from the 1st- 8th June, these are a few of my 
diary notes and reflections which will give a brief insight into the things I learned about the situation 
there……  
 
Impressions from my first day of volunteering in Samos - I 
had a tour of the camp which was mind blowing, but I 
haven't processed that enough yet to know where to begin. 
In the afternoon I joined in the children's activities on this 
dusty area just outside the camp. We did drawing, and 
played Uno on a tarpaulin. Between 10-20 children joined in 
aged between 5 and 9. Another group were taken for 
swimming lessons in the sea. Wonderful to see such 
activities going on and the enjoyment they bring if only for a 
short while. 

Some recent statistics about the refugee camp here - the UNHCR weekly snapshot shows 1160 
people currently residing in the camp, which has official capacity/beds for just over 600 – that’s 
nearly double! With about 200 new arrivals in the last week alone. All the new arrivals are provided 
with emergency packs by Samos Volunteers. One of the other things they offer is early morning tea – 
which will be my job tomorrow morning! 

 
Another small insight into life here. I was supposed to be help with tea distribution 
this morning, but there was no power and the Greek police refused to help us get the 
power back, so no tea for the refugees this morning. Of course it's easy for me to 

walk down from the camp after and to buy myself a tea  
 
*pleased to report electricity was back on the following morning so I was able to help provide tea for 
the rest of the mornings I was on the island. 

 
A few more impressions of Samos camp. No 
photography is allowed so the best I can do is an 
artist impression! The camp is on a steep hill above 
the town, with concrete paths and levels. Each level 
has different kinds of what you can loosely call 
accommodation. The whole camp is surrounded by 
high fences and razor wire and is managed by the 
Greek army and police. People are homed in 
containers and there is a big overflow area of large 
tents. It's a very strange paradox to have this harsh 
environment close to a pretty Greek town and tourist 
area. Now that the borders are closed, many in the 
camp have been here many months with little hope 
of moving on soon. This is why much of the focus of 
Samos Volunteers is about activities to improve 
quality of life. But more of that tomorrow..... 
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Today I visited this garden (well of course I would!) made by the 
refugees and a couple of past volunteers. The refugees are still 
looking after it and now harvesting the produce - cucumbers, 
peppers and tomatoes already and lots more to come, even 

some baby watermelon. I left a little of my  here and hope 

some flowers will grow from it  
 

 
 
Last update before leaving - I want to share something more about 
all the great opportunities and services offered to the refugees by 
Samos Volunteers - at their new 
Alpha Centre they run a whole lot of 
education and recreational classes for 
adults - English, German, French, and 
Greek language classes at several 
levels as well as music, art, fitness 
and even a library. And in some of the 

other locations in the town classes for children. All run and offered by 
an extraordinary group of diverse volunteers from many different 
countries and backgrounds. It has been a privilege to work alongside 
them, even for a short time.  
 
And finally …..  
I took this this photo as I left Samos. It shows just how close the island is to the coast of Turkey. Many 
people are still making this journey and similar ones to other islands in search of the safety and 
freedom promised to them by the smugglers. It's a sad fact that the conditions they encounter on 
arrival are nothing like the promises and most of them face many months in awful conditions and an 
uncertain future. This is why we exist as a group, to find ways however small to make a difference to 
their lives - please keep giving us your support and consider how you could get more involved, we 
would love to hear from you!  
 
 
 
Having seen the amazing work 
of the volunteers first hand and 
the difference they are making 
to the lives of the refugees, I 
would really like to help with 
the ongoing work of Samos 
Volunteers by raising money for 
them – this is a link to the 
fundraising page I have set up. 
 
Thanks for reading!  
Vanessa 
 
 
 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marlowrefugeegroup3 
https://marlowrefugeeaction.wordpress.com/ 
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