
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to our August Newsletter!  
 
The results of our fundraising for Samos have been fantastic and we feel really encouraged about 
the response – in total we raised over £1800! This is one of the stated aims of the group ‘to raise 
money for agencies involved in frontline help’ and it has been brilliant to be able to identify with 
Samos Volunteers what the money raised should be spent on. Thank you to all who have donated. 
 
For our ‘Sundowner for Samos’ we had a lovely warm evening in late June and we are grateful to 
everyone who came to support and all the local businesses who donated raffle prizes – the evening 
raised over £750 in total.  

Because of the number of new arrivals that continue to 
come we decided that this money would be used to 
purchase items for new arrival kits.  

  



Since our visits in June, Samos Volunteers have made great 
progress with the Alpha Centre, increasing the number of classes 
offered. Last week alone they had 60 new students attending the 
classes there. They would like to start classes to teach basic IT skills 
(word, excel, power point typing or just using a mouse - some will 
have never used a computer in their life). So with the rest of the 
money raised from online donations and through the generosity of 
the people at River Church we have purchased  
4 classroom laptops.  The computers will also be used for 
assisting refugees with creating a CV or applying online  
for jobs or scholarships.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are regularly in touch with the team 
there about the ongoing situation – just 
this last week a further 400 people 
arrived on the island. So we would like to 
continue our support over the coming 
months, you can still click here to donate  

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marlowrefugeegroup3    
 
 
The situation on all the Greek Islands close to Turkey has intensified recently so we have also been 
sending donations to the island of Chios through High Wycombe Helping Others. We are currently 
short of toiletries and also items for new born babies, so we are appealing for these items during the 
rest of August and September (see attached leaflet/poster).  
 
There are still regular sorting sessions up at Big Yellow Storage in High Wycombe – we would love to 
see you there if you can spare an hour. Please get in touch about timings or check the opening times 
on the HWHO website http://highwycombehelping.wixsite.com/hwhelpingothers. Vanessa is usually 
there on a Tuesday evenings 6-8pm.  
 
And in other news, we have a community fayre coming up on the 24th September 12 noon at the 
Wycombe Museum. Please put the date in your diary to come, and join us in celebrating 2 years of 
High Wycombe Helping Others and 1 year of the Marlow Refugee Action Group!  
   
 
Thanks for all your continuing encouragement and support,  
Vanessa & Tom 
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