
 

 
MAY NEWSLETTER 
 

APPEALS 
Our appeal for June has the title MAN-KIND. This time we are focussing on items 

particularly for men. As well as supplying basic needs we also want to address some of the 

wider issues surrounding quality of life for the many refugees who have been living in 

camps for months or even years, so we are also appealing for educational and recreational 

items. The full list of requested items is on the attached poster. Please stick to this list and 

contact us if you have any queries, or you would like to organise a collection. We will have 

the donation bin available again shortly in the porch of All Saints Church, and we are 

hoping to hold another Donate and Sort event on the 24th June during National Refugee 

Week. We will send out full details about this as soon as they are confirmed – in the 

meantime please start collecting and spread the word to your friends, neighbours and 

work colleagues! 

Our Shoebox appeal was a fantastic success, we collected a total of 164 shoeboxes in 
Marlow which are now on their way to Syria. This was part of a nationwide appeal which 
amounted to a total of four containers, and in the region of 20000 boxes!  

A big thank-you to everyone who participated.  

   

 

 

 

 

 



We received news from Syria Relief that the 

second container of mother and baby aid has 

now arrived. We are waiting for some 

pictures to be able to share with you. These 

are some of our boxes being loaded along 

with the baby-boxes which you can see in the 

background.  

 

SAMOS 
In other news, we are continuing our association with the Greek island of Samos and with Jasmine 

Doust. Apologies for repeating what you may already know, but Jasmine is 22 and comes from 

Marlow. She has been on Samos for 9 months now and is one of the lead coordinators for Samos 

Volunteers. In her own words “I have managed to stay so long in Samos by absolutely draining my 

savings, and also through the generous donations of friends, family, and ex-volunteers. However, I'm 

running out of money. Volunteering is a huge time/money commitment, and it is understandable 

that the majority of our volunteers can only stay for around 1 month. Having said this, it is really 

important to have some of us here with experience on a long-term basis to ensure that the group 

continues to run smoothly and successfully. To give you some idea, I spend around 500 euros per 

month, which includes rent and all living expenses. I will be very appreciative for anyone who can 

give a little to help me stay and continue the work I am doing here.”  If you would like to help 

Jasmine, she has a fundraising page where you can donate directly to by following this link: 

https://www.gofundme.com/jasmineinsamos 

Although most volunteers are 

asked to stay for a minimum 

period of 1 month, Jasmine has 

kindly agreed to allow me to 

visit for a week (1st-8th June) to 

understand first hand more 

about the refugee crisis and 

the work of Samos Volunteers, 

which I am looking forward to 

with a mixture of enthusiasm 

and trepidation. I look forward 

to sharing my experiences with 

you on my return!  

 

Thanks for your continued support, 

Vanessa Faulkner  

https://www.gofundme.com/jasmineinsamos

