
 
 

Welcome to our 1st Anniversary Newsletter!  
 
“Marlow Refugee Action Group started following a couple of conversations between Tom Doust and 
Vanessa Faulkner.  Tom and Vanessa have known one another for many years through having 
children in the same schools in Marlow and both became independently involved with the refugee 
appeals in High Wycombe.”  
 
Those conversations took place just over a year ago, as did the formation of the group, the setting 
up of our Facebook page, the launch on Marlow FM and our first appeals. Thanks to all the support 
we have had (from you guys!) through the year we achieved some amazing things. The situation has 
if anything worsened during this period, yet fallen further out of the headlines, so our aims are even 
more important:  

 to inform the people of Marlow about the crisis and how they can play an active role in 
helping to alleviate the suffering caused  

 to fund-raise for specific agencies involved in front-line help 
 and to collect donations of aid through targeted appeals 

NORTHERN FRANCE 
We highlighted the desperate situation in northern France in the last 
newsletter and are therefore pleased to report that we are part of one 
of the first coordinated UK appeals for refugees – waterproof winter 
boots. Two of the largest groups operating in Calais suggested that this 
would be the single biggest thing we could do to improve conditions 
for the many people living rough as winter approaches (see the photos 
to the right taken this week showing what people live in day-in day-out 
in all conditions). We have set up a coordinated fundraising appeal 
through which 100% of the funds raised will go to buy warm and 
waterproof boots (at a specially negotiated discount price of around 
£20). We would love to raise enough for 100 pairs from Marlow – I do 
hope you will be able to support this great initiative. You can donate 
online here: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marlowrag4 
 

 

 

https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/marlowrag4


Teddies!   
We had great success at the two recent events we 
participated in with our soft toy tombola. The Marlow 
Carnival was great for both raising awareness and funds 
and the community fayre in High Wycombe was a great 
occasion to celebrate all that the High Wycombe groups 
have achieved over the last two years. In total we raised 
£300 which has been split between three groups:   
 

Safe Passage, who provide 
legal aid to help repatriate 
unaccompanied children in 
Europe with family in the UK; 
Samos Volunteers, see the 
info below about the current 
situation; and the local 
group who are making 
regular trips to Calais and 
Dunkirk – we bought wind 
up torches one of the items 
on their urgent needs list.  
http://safepassage.org.uk/ 
 
 
One of our challenges is identifying areas of priority to focus our efforts – there are so many places 
of need that come to our attention. Currently there is huge focus on refugees fleeing Myanmar, 
however we feel our attention is best focussed on those areas not in mainstream news where small 
grass-roots groups are continuing to do amazing things in the gaps where NGO’s are not working.   
 

The situation in Samos continues to worsen with Samos Volunteers now left as 
the only volunteer group working to help the refugees on the island:  
 - 983 new arrivals in September  
- More than 2200 people live in a refugee camp designed for 700 
- People are being forced to sleep in pop-up tents and make-shift shelters outside of the camp perimeter 
- Nearly 100 unaccompanied minors live in the camp with more than 760 children there in total 

 
"This is the worst camp situation I have encountered 
on Samos in the past two years. When the rain starts, 
hundreds of people will be flooded out of their tents 
and left without a place to sleep.”  
(coordinator Bogdan Andrei) 

 
This group continues to do amazing work both in 
helping new arrivals and providing educational 
activities to people from the camp. They have just 
written a newsletter (not sure where they find the 
time!) which is really worth a read. 
http://us16.campaign-archive1.com/?u=c64dbbc97800f9d67cb74bb30&id=141f7faa1f 
 

If you are interested in volunteering in Samos – please contact us, they are in 
real need for the winter period. 

http://safepassage.org.uk/
http://us16.campaign-archive1.com/?u=c64dbbc97800f9d67cb74bb30&id=141f7faa1f


Finally we hope you will be able to support our winter appeal event on the 5th 
November at Christchurch URC in Marlow (poster/leaflet attached – please 
share with your friends, neighbours, and work colleagues). Please bring along 
any of the listed items, or just bring yourself to help sort and pack the donated 
goods ready for shipment. We would love to see you to thank you personally 
for all your continued support.  
 
Vanessa & Tom 
 
 


